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Building sustainable communities in Rotuma 

The future is what inspires 
many to persevere in what 
they do and LäjeRotuma ini-
tiative (LRI)is no different in 
its vision and goal to mobilize 
our Rotuman island commu-
nity to better manage their 
natural resources.  
 
For the past seven years, 
LäjeRotuma a community-
based environmental initiative 
has been assisting in building 
sustainable communities.  
 
“Shifts in values and use of 
natural resources accelerates 
loss of Rotuman traditional 
knowledge and practices im-

portant to biodiversity con-
servation and sustainable de-
velopment”, says Monifa Fiu, 
coordinator of LäjeRotuma. 
Plans for infrastructure devel-
opment and the exponential 
rate of resource utilization 
are imminent across Rotuma 
today.  
 
Since it’s inception, LäjeRo-
tuma has been assisting  with 
biological surveys of land and 
marine biodiversity to im-
prove understanding of Ro-
tuma’s flora and fauna and 
address major threats to this 
unique island ecosystem. Ro-
tuma was once covered in 

tropical moist forest that has 
almost been entirely replaced 
by coconuts and shifting 
crops. Due to lack of streams 
and rivers, sedimentation 
does not threaten the reefs. 
However, small amounts of 
coastal erosion do occur fol-
lowing heavy rain events.  
 
Major threats to Rotuma’s 
ecosystems are  extreme 
weather conditions and ex-
cessive use of herbicides. This 
has also been identified as a 
threat to groundwater (a 
source of drinking water) and 
potentially harmful to marine 
life if leached into the lagoon. 

‘Planning for Ecosystem-based 
Management (EBM): Manag-
ing the Environment in Small 
Island States’ course will be 
held from the 25 January to 5 
February 2010 in Rarotonga, 
Cook Islands.  
 
This course will focus on pro-
fessional development and will 
build on the existing skills and 
experience of the participants, 
giving them confidence in car-
rying out their professional 
tasks. Learning will be based 
on a case study from Rara-
tonga, Cook Islands, focusing 
on the development and im-
plementation of the Takitumu 
lagoon management plan. 
 
The 7 themes covered in the 
course will include: introduc-
tion to EBM; EBM in practice; 
planning for EBM; tools and 
techniques of EBM; applica-
tion of science to manage-

ment; governance frame-
work; and the future of EBM. 
 
This course is aimed at updat-
ing participants’ knowledge 
and skills on the latest tech-
niques and approaches, which 
can be applied within coastal 
and marine ecosystems to 
mitigate and adapt to the im-
pacts of human activity and 
environmental factors such as 
climate change. 
 
This 12-day interactive 
course aims to provide deci-
sion-makers and practitioners 
with the tools and informa-
tion to gain a better under-
standing of the elements re-
quired in the modern concept 
of EBM, and to make deci-
sions and implement actions 
for integrated coastal man-
agement. The program is 
designed to explore the struc-
tures and processes that un-

derpin an EBM management 
approach to coastal issues.  
 
Further enquiries regarding 
the course can be made to 
Melanie King on email 
m.king4@uq.edu.au. Please 
keep checking the following 
website for further updates 
and important participant 
information http://www. 
gefcoral.org/Wherewe 
work/Australasia/Ecosystem 
basedManagement/tabid/ 
4174/language/en-US/
Default.aspx   
 
This course is proudly spon-
sored by the University of 
Queensland, Coral Reef Tar-
geted Research (CRTR) pro-
gram, and the Cook Islands 
Marine Resources Institu-
tional Strengthening Project 
(CIMRIS).   

(top left) Rotuman Myzomela, 
(bottom left) LRI organized eco-
campers conducting sea grass sur-

vey, (right) A Rotuman canoa 
carver and weaver (source 

www.rotuma.net). 

Takitumu reef (top), whale in the 
lagoon (middle), and traditional 
Cook Islands dancers (below) 
(www.royaltakitumu.com).  


